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Construct Picnic and ADA Accessible
Fishing Facilities at Fish Pond
Provide access off Highway 47 to
Harriman East and Fish Pond.
Construct a small parking lot.
Construct a simple group shelter for
picnicking near Fish Pond.  Provide
individual tables for dispersed
picnicking.  Provide an ADA-
accessible fishing dock on Fish Pond.
Construct a hard-surfaced path from
the parking lot to the fishing dock.

Accommodate Overnight Use Near
Fish Pond
Provide access off Highway 47 to
Harriman East and Fish Pond.
Accommodate overnight use in the
area adjacent to Fish Pond and
provide water and restroom facilities.

Construct a Replica of the Original Big
Shop/Blacksmith Shop
Utilizing historic documents to locate
the approximate site, construct a

replica of the original big shop/
blacksmith shop at or near its original
location in the ranch complex.

Proposed Land
Acquisitions

Most of the desirable property that
Harriman State Park of Idaho would
like under its management is owned by
Targhee National Forest and need not
be acquired if management agreements
or exchanges with the Forest can be
accomplished.  One parcel of property
along Harriman State Park of Idaho’s
boundary that is desirable for
acquisition, however, is the 240 acres of
Idaho Department of Lands property
known as their Osborne Bridge tract.
That property runs along a portion of
the east boundary of the Railroad
Ranch and the Harriman East property,
and is bisected by Highway 20.
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Harriman State Park Master Plan

RANGE OF OPPORTUNITIES

INTRODUCTION

The Idaho Department of Parks & Recreation is charged with the dual mission
of protecting and preserving the resources of the state park system and of
providing recreation opportunities and facilities for public use.  Harriman State
Park of Idaho provides a classic example of the importance of keeping IDPR’s
dual mission in balance.  The park abounds with scenic beauty and precious
resources.

Recent surveys and input sessions have shown a desire for a variety of manage-
ment actions and recreational pursuits.  Understanding that Harriman State
Park cannot, nor should it attempt to, be all things to all people; nor does
Harriman State Park possess within its boundaries all of the resources neces-
sary to meet all the needs addressed in the input received, three general con-
cepts (provided under separate cover) for the provision of recreational opportu-
nities within and around Harriman State Park were developed.

Below is a listing of general management areas and a range of opportunities
(management actions) that could provide the experiences desired by the public
in and around Harriman State Park.  The range of opportunities incorporates
the input received on the Harriman State Park master plan.  Management
alternatives will be crafted for the park utilizing the three concepts noted above
and a variety of the management actions listed below.

VISITOR CONTACT AND DISTRIBUTION

Entrance/Fee Collection
• Provide entry signs.
• Provide information/orientation signs.
• Provide highway pull-offs with information/orientation kiosks.
• Emphasize main Railroad Ranch entry more than other entrances.
• Collect park entry fees inside the Visitor Center at Railroad Ranch.
• Provide a self-serve fee station outside the Visitor Center.
• Provide self-serve fee stations at parking area(s) on Harriman-managed

properties outside the Railroad Ranch.
• Provide donation boxes at Mailbox and Last Chance entries.
• Establish alternate fee structures, per Idaho Park & Recreation Board and

legislative approval, as follows:
Per person entry fee rather than a per vehicle fee.
Sliding price scale for mid-week or off-season overnight use.
Annual or daily fish tag.
Rod fee(s).
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Establish a Fremont County recreation pass to include Mesa
Falls, Henrys Lake, Harriman and both Osborne Bridge and
Last Chance fishing access.

• Provide simpler pay envelopes.
Access, Circulation and Parking
Railroad Ranch:
• Use existing access roads, circulation and parking.
• Reroute park access off Green Canyon Road at or near the historic ranch

entry road.  Design so the park visitor center is visible from Green Can-
yon Road.   Reroute the road to the fishing access area from beyond the
visitor center.  Remove and rehab the existing access road.

• Retain the existing road and most of Ranch View parking area; redesign
parking so visitors can see the trail to the Home Ranch from the parking
area.

• Retain existing road and parking access for overnight visitors/park man-
agement at the dormitory.

• Include some senior citizen parking spaces in the dormitory parking lot
for shorter walking access to the historic ranch buildings.

• Reduce the parking area at the current fishing access lot and utilize Ranch
View parking area primarily for fishing access.

• Redesign and enlarge visitor center parking area to serve as the main
contact point for the park.

• Size the visitor center parking area to serve as the main trailhead for the
park.  Provide regularly scheduled shuttle service from the visitor center
parking lot to the historic ranch buildings.

• Oil or hard surface park roads to eliminate dust.
• Provide a landing strip for airplane access.

Harriman East:
• Retain parking at the Osborne bridge boat launch for summer users.
• Provide winter parking for snowmobilers close to the highway at the

Osborne bridge site.
• Work with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to identify and improve access

to portions of Harriman East on the north and east side of the river,
including Fish Pond.

Sheridan Ranch:
• Work with the USFS to maintain existing historical quality of Green

Canyon Road to Sheridan Ranch.

Other Recreation Providers:
• Parking provided for fishing access at Last Chance (USFS).
• Parking provided at upper and lower Mesa Falls viewing areas (USFS).
• Parking provided at Bear Gulch ski area (USFS).
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Visitor Center
Railroad Ranch:
• Moderately enlarge the existing park headquarters/visitor center.
• Develop a new visitor center near park headquarters.
• Develop a new visitor center along Highway 20.
• The visitor center should provide park information, orientation and educa-

tion in one area that is not on a prime recreation resource.  Provide ad-
equate space for:

Orientation of entire park and related regional resources
Staffed information station
Interpretative exhibits of Harriman State Park (HSP) key themes
Multi-purpose space (meetings, classroom)
Gift shop sized for anticipated use
Refreshment machines (with possible outside eating area)
Offices (e.g., visitor center management, park administration, educa-
tion/interpretation providers)
Restrooms
Outdoor orientation exhibits/maps
Possible cross-country ski warming space

• Put in a Flying J truck stop.

Other Recreation Providers:
• Continue partnership with the USFS at the Big Falls Inn Interpretive

Center at Upper Mesa Falls.

EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION

Educational and Interpretive Programs
• Continue to partner with related entities outside the park for interpretation

(e.g., Audubon Society/Red Rocks National Wildlife Sanctuary, USFS,
USFWS, Henry’s Fork Foundation, Yellowstone National Park).

• Partner with others to create an education/research institute to develop
programs to enhance preservation and education of the park and related
area resources.  Utilize a strong park focus.

• Provide spring and fall environmental education school programs in the
park.

• Present education/interpretive programs to all visitors, such as the Jr.
Ranger program, evening programs and interpretive tours.

• Utilize the Home Ranch for historical interpretation with a few other
visitor uses.

• Establish an interpretive philosophy and specific timeframe for home
ranch interpretation.

• Provide public access to the first floor of the Jones House, Dining Cot-
tage, Harriman Cottage, Ice House, Auto Garage, Tractor Storage Barn,
Cow Barn and Horse Barn during regularly scheduled tours.

• Provide public access to the Boys House for restrooms and classroom/
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meeting space.
• Provide identification signs and interpretive brochure information on all

buildings in the historic home ranch complex.
• Expand programs and focus on natural and cultural resource education/

interpretation.
• Provide satellite programming from Harriman State Park into Idaho

schools.
• Establish programs on range and forest management through Idaho’s

universities.
• Fashion the park into an “environmental, historical classroom” for

diverse ages and user groups.
• Provide overnight educational opportunities for school children.
• Establish an environmental education summer camp.
• Establish an elder hostel program utilizing volunteer instructors and/or

college interns.
• Provide interpretive programming on the early Native American habita-

tion of the area.
• Increase the number of special event programs with a focus on education.
• Integrate all park sites into the education/interpretive programs (e.g.,

special cattle ranch programs at Sheridan Ranch, wildlife programs on
Harriman East, haying with the beaver slide or a cattle roundup at the
Railroad Ranch, fish research on Golden Lake and Sheridan Creek).

• Have livestock on site for events and historical character, as needed.
• Present living history demonstrations, such as shoeing a horse or loading

hay, during special events.
• Create an artist in residence program to produce original art work for the

park, as well as unique “nature art projects” in disturbed wooded areas
that provide wildlife habitat, interest, uniqueness, and help repair/restore
the environment.

Education and Interpretation Facilities
Dormitory:
• Utilize the dormitory for overnight lodging for educational groups such

as schools, elder hostel programs, institute programs, environmental
education camps, etc.

• Remove the two existing dude barns and construct classroom and dining
space for dormitory residents in their place.  Design the facilities to blend
with the historic character of the Harriman historic district.

Ranch View:
• Maintain self-guided interpretive trail, exhibits and picnic facilities.
• Redesign many of the existing interpretive panels, nature walk and

exhibit structures.  Reuse exhibit structures elsewhere in the park.  Retain
the last interpretive overlook along the walk.

• Redesign restroom structure and improve integration into the overall
area.  Remove information kiosk.
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• Develop a simple covered shelter for outdoor classes.  When not used as
an outdoor classroom, picnicking can occur.  Screen the structure so that
it is unobtrusive from the river.  Redesign parking area, as needed to site
the shelter.

• Redesign and update all interpretive exhibits.

Home Ranch:
• Use meeting space in the Boys House for educational programs.
• Remove interpretive outdoor exhibit and rehabilitate that area to blend

with surrounding grass area.
• Reconstruct the original big shop/blacksmith shop.

Fishing Access:
• Screen wayside exhibit from the river.  Update restroom as needed.

Other Recreation Providers:
• Provide interpretive exhibits at Upper Mesa Falls in partnership with the

USFS.

NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

• Manage resources to preserve threatened, endangered or species of
special concern.  Work with the Idaho Dept. of Fish and Game (IDFG)
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) on swan and other
wildlife management issues.

• Work with the USFS and other wildlife partners on the management of
wildlife within the Harriman Refuge boundaries.

• Work closely with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on
historic site and structure preservation, restoration and/or rehabilitation.

• Work with the SHPO on the cataloging and preservation of artifacts.
• Work with the Henry’s Fork Watershed Council on resource restoration

projects.
• Work with the USFS on timber management.
• Create management plans for natural and cultural resources.
• Expand the emphasis on cattle grazing from revenue to education and

research.  Operate the grazing program at Harriman State Park as a
showcase or demonstration project on how grazing can benefit the envi-
ronment.

• Remove all cattle from the park.
• Continue to partner with other agencies (e.g., USFS, IDFG, USFWS,

Idaho Dept. of Lands, Fremont County, National Resource Conservation
Service, Henrys Fork Watershed Council, etc.) for natural resources
conservation at the park and related areas.

• Work to preserve the dark sky environment in and around Harriman State
Park.
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RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Fishing
Railroad Ranch:
• Maintain current fishing regulations (fly-fishing catch and release) on the

Henry’s Fork through Harriman State Park.
• Request that IDFG allow year-round fishing on the Henrys Fork to assist

with winter swan management.
• Maintain fishing ban on Golden or Silver lakes.
• Recommend catch and release fishing on Thurmon Creek, pending Fish &

Game approval.

Sheridan Ranch:
• Recommend Sheridan Creek be a catch and release fishery, pending Fish

& Game approval.

Harriman East:
• Continue general regulation fishing on Fish Pond.
• Market Fish Pond as a children’s/family fishery.
• Provide an accessible fishing site at Fish Pond.

Boating
Railroad Ranch:
• Recommend no boats or flotation devices on the section of Henrys Fork

from Last Chance to Osborne Bridge, pending County approval.
• Allow non-motorized boats on the section of Henrys Fork from Last

Chance to Osborne Bridge.
• Maintain boating ban on Golden and Silver lakes to protect nesting swans.

Harriman East:
• Allow non-motorized boats on Fish Pond.
• Non-motorized boating on the Henrys Fork downstream from Osborne

Bridge.

Trails
• Retain existing summer and winter trail systems; improve signs and

brochures.
• Close any trails as needed for resource protection.
• Provide quality trailhead and trail linkages from the Visitor Center parking

area.
• Expand the park’s trail system to link all park sites together (e.g., Railroad

Ranch to Spring Site to Sheridan Ranch, and Railroad Ranch to Harriman
East).

• Retain all Railroad Ranch trails as non-motorized (hiking, mountain
biking, cross-country skiing and equestrian) trails.
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• Provide snowmobile parking on Harriman East at the Osborne bridge
area.

• Expand equestrian trails to Harriman East.
• Provide an underpass crossing at Highway 20 to facilitate trail usage

between the Railroad Ranch and Harriman East, as well as snowmobile
usage along Green Canyon Road.

• Host cross-country ski and/or snowshoe races.
• Provide groomed skate ski trails.
• Continue concessionaire agreement with horseback riding concession for

trail use and maintenance.
• Relocate the concession from the dude barns to an area near the park

visitor center.
• Relocate the horse concession to the cow barn.
• Relocate the horse concession to Harriman East.
• Remove or limit horseback riding concession/use if the resources become

over impacted.
• Designate trails the horse concessionaire can use within the park.
• Encourage separate use of trails through signs/education.
• Refrain from using logging roads as trails.
• Pursue trail equipment and tour concessions (e.g., bike, snowshoe, cross-

country ski, sled rental) if they don’t over impact the resource.

Other Recreation Providers:
• Continue to allow a snowmobile trail across Harriman East and the home

ranch’s north boundary at Last Chance as part of the Fremont County
snowmobile program.

• Continue linked trail system with the USFS throughout the Harriman
Refuge.

• Partner with the USFS to provide additional summer and cross-country
ski trails along Thurmon Ridge.

• Partner with the USFS to develop challenging showshoe trails along
Thurmon Ridge.

• Partner with other public agencies and private landowners to establish a
hard-surfaced community trail system from Harriman State Park, north
through Island Park, to the Buffalo River.

• Partner with other public agencies to provide year-round trail opportuni-
ties from Harriman State Park, south through the Mesa Falls Recreation
Area, to Bear Gulch.

• Work with the USFS to establish an interpretive water trail on the Henrys
Fork from Osborne Bridge to East Hatchery Ford.

• Develop agreements with outfitters and guides, and others using park
resources for profit.

Warming Space
Railroad Ranch:
• Provide warming hut space in the downstairs of the Jones House during
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the winter.
• Provide a mobile yurt in the Home Ranch area for a warming hut (winter

only).  Use for staff housing in summer (near maintenance area).
• Provide warming hut space in the park visitor center.
• Provide a soup and sandwich concession in the warming hut.

Other Recreation Providers:
• Partner with other public agencies to provide warming huts along the trail

corridor in the Mesa Falls Recreation Area (approx. 3 mile intervals).

Lodging/Camping
• Remove all overnight use from all areas of the park.
• Allow competition for a concessionaire-owned and operated resort that

includes a food service or dining facility.

Railroad Ranch:
• Provide visitor lodging at the Home Ranch in the Dormitory for educa-

tional groups.
• Provide visitor lodging at the Home Ranch in the Dormitory for reunions

and retreats.
• Provide visitor lodging in the Ranch Manager’s House.
• Provide visitor lodging in the Honeymoon Hotel.
• Provide visitor lodging in the Bunkhouse.
• Provide visitor lodging in the Cattle Foreman’s House.
• Remove the two dude barns and construct a classroom and cookhouse for

the dorm.
• Use Ranch Cookhouse for Bunkhouse cooking.
• Provide seasonal staff lodging on the second floor of the Jones House and

in the Ranch Office.
• Provide seasonal staff lodging in the Ranch Office.
• Move yurts at Silver Lake to backcountry/primitive campsites on

Harriman property located on the west side of Thurmon ridge.  Make
backcountry yurts available year-round.

Harriman East:
• Provide a primitive campground on the west side of the peninsula at Fish

Pond.
• Provide camper cabins near Fish Pond.

Other Recreation Providers:
• Partner with the USFS to provide RV and tent camping at Riverside

campground.
• Work with the USFS to provide group camping at Riverside campground.
• Work with the USFS to provide a series of yurts along trails located on

Thurmon Ridge.
• Work with the USFS to provide a yurt system from Harriman East to Bear
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Gulch.
• Work with the USFS to provide an equestrian camp at Bear Gulch.

Picnicking
• Significantly increase picnic facilities. Ensure a site at each location is

ADA accessible.

Fishing Access:
• Relocate picnic tables out of the parking lot.
• Situate new picnic sites so they have a view of the river, but are unobtru-

sive from the river.

Ranch View:
• Provide a group shelter for outdoor programming and picnicking.
• Provide a few individual tables.

Home Ranch:
• Provide a couple of picnic tables in the home ranch complex.
• Remove picnic tables and provide benches for picnicking among the

historic buildings.
• Provide interior picnic space in the ranch cookhouse.  Include vending

machines.

Visitor Center:
• Provide a picnic/interpretive area at the visitor center.

Harriman East
• Provide a few picnic tables near the boat launch; provide landscaping, as

feasible.
• Develop a picnic area with a group shelter near the old home site.  Keep

the picnic area back from edge of river to minimize visibility.

Equestrian Facilities
Railroad Ranch:
• Provide horse trailer parking and water at the visitor center parking lot.

Allow riders to use only designated trails.
• Provide primitive camping with horse corrals on the west side of

Thurmon Ridge in Section 16.

Other Recreation Providers:
• Partner with the USFS to expand equestrian trails along Thurmon Ridge.
• Provide an equestrian camp at Bear Gulch.

Wildlife Viewing
• Provide appropriately located benches with binocular armrest for wildlife

viewing.
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• Develop wildlife viewing blinds created by natural elements, e.g., rocks,
shrubs, downed timber.

• Partner with the Audubon Society for birdwatching opportunities.

MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION

• Moderately expand park headquarters for park administration/offices as
part of the Visitor Center.  Develop a space plan for the visitor center.

• Retain existing housing area near the park headquarters and add additional
staff, seasonal and volunteer housing, as needed.

• Provide summer seasonal housing in a mobile yurt located in the mainte-
nance yard.

• Retain seasonal housing at Ranch Office and 2nd floor of Jones House.
Continue winter field office at Ranch Office.

• Continue maintenance operations/functions in the area adjacent to park
headquarters.

• Provide long-term and short-term volunteer and service opportunities.
• Establish a “Friends of Harriman State Park” for fund raising and/or

charitable contribution opportunities.

Other Recreation Providers:
• Continue partnership with the USFS at the Big Falls Inn Interpretive

Center at Upper Mesa Falls.
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